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The Changing Face of Oregon’s Voters  
 
In recent elections around the United States, the Democrats have pounded 
Republicans.  In Oregon, across a broad range of issues, the Democrats have fulfilled 
many of their campaign promises.  Why wouldn’t voters return them to office? 
 
Credit Democrats’ get-out-the vote efforts that registered and motivated higher numbers 
of these new voters than Republicans.  But who are these Johnny-come-lefties?  And 
will they be a sustaining force in future elections?   
 
An analysis of a random sample of 20,000 likely Oregon voters reveals that 1,359 
(almost 7 percent) voted in the 2006 general election, but in none of the previous four 
elections.  A comparison shows some startling differences between the new voters and 
the traditionally defined “likely” voters (those who voted in at least 2 out of 4 recent 
elections).   
 
It turns out these differences include both demographic and psychographic 
characteristics.  The profile and motivations of new voters says a lot about whether they 
were making a one time appearance or whether they’re in it for the long haul. 
  
Among the new voters in our sample, young people are showing up in force.  The 18 to 
25 segment traditionally represents just 3 percent of the total, but among the new 
voters, this group represents 15 percent.  The 26 to 39 year-olds typically have 
represented about 13 percent of the electorate, but among new voters, they represent 
27 percent.  Taken together, people under 40 years of age represent 43 percent of the 
new guard. 
 
But they’re not all Democrats.  In fact, although Democrats are recruiting a larger 
proportion than Republicans (37 percent versus 33 percent), almost as many are not 
registering as members of either of the two major parties (31 percent).   
 
Is gender a factor?  As usual, the typical proportion of male to female voters is about 
forty-five/fifty-five, with longer-living women outnumbering the men.  Among new voters, 
the proportion is fifty/fifty.  Political activism appears to be an equal opportunity activity.   
In terms of the regions of Oregon, the new voters hailed proportionally from all across 
the state, with the notable exception of a 3 percent advantage in the Portland-Metro 
area.   
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What is motivating new voters?  And what will it take to motivate them in 2008?  In May 
of this year, we conducted a scientific poll regarding voters’ perceptions on a variety of 
issues, including the Oregon legislature.  While our sub-sample of new voters was 
relatively small (40 of a sample of 503), their responses were dramatically different from 
those of the more typical voters.   
 
When asked for favorable or unfavorable impressions of the legislature, 69 percent of 
likely voters had favorable comments (25 percent negative and 37 percent neutral), with 
the three most frequently cited favorable issues being: school funding (18 percent), 
higher education funding (16 percent), and environmental issues (13 percent).   
 
In contrast, the three most frequently cited positive legislative issues for new voters 
included: gay rights (22 percent), higher education (15 percent), and the “rainy day 
fund” (13 percent).   
 
It was widely reported national issues had a significant impact on local turnout, and it is 
anyone’s guess as to what the motivating issues may be in 2008, but the impact on the 
legislative and initiative landscape in Oregon has the potential to be substantial.  With 
so many independent and diverse voters entering the mix, Oregon politics will never be 
the same. 
 

# # # 
 

Michael J. Riley is a marketing and communications consultant, and is the President 
and Research Director for Riley Research Associates, an independent research and 
analysis firm, based in the Portland area. 
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 Random Likely Voter List  Demographic New Voters 
Non- 
New Voters Total List 

Totals  1359 18641 20000
     
Gender Female 50% 54% 54%
 Male 50% 46% 46%
     
Age 18-39 43% 15% 16%
 40-49 17% 17% 17%
 50-59 19% 25% 25%
 60-69 13% 21% 20%
 70+ 9% 23% 22%
     
Age II 18-25 15% 3% 3%
 26-39 27% 12% 13%
 40-49 17% 17% 17%
 50-59 19% 25% 25%
 60-69 13% 21% 20%
 70+ 9% 23% 22%
     
Region Portland Metro 46% 43% 43%
 Willamette 25% 27% 27%
 Cent/ East 15% 13% 13%
 Southern 9% 11% 11%
 Coast 5% 6% 6%
     
Party Democrat 37% 42% 42%
 Republican 33% 39% 39%
 Other 31% 18% 19%
     
Party Democrat 53% 52% 52%
Dem/Rep Republican 47% 48% 48%
Only     
     
Proportions  7% 93% 100%
     
Voting in 2006     
Primary    53%
General    95%
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OMNIBUS VOTER POLL – MAY 2007 
 
 
Riley Research Associates conducted an omnibus survey among likely Oregon voters regarding their 
opinions on a variety of current issues.  The scientific telephone poll was conducted among 503 
randomly selected from a random list of likely voters throughout Oregon. A sample of 503 provides 
accuracy to within +/-4.37% at a 95% level of confidence.  Fielding took place between April 30th and 
May 8th, 2007.   
 
This poll defined “likely voters” as those who have voted in at least two of the following four elections: 
2004 General, 2004 Primary, 2006 General, or 2006 Primary. In addition, “new voters” (defined as 
those who voted only in the 2006 General election) were also included.   
 
Regional breakouts were defined for cross-tabulations. The counties were classified into the following 
regions:  

 Portland Metro: Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, Washington 
 Willamette Valley: Benton, Lane, Linn, Marion, Polk, Yamhill 
 Southern: Douglas, Jackson, Josephine 
 Central/ Eastern: Baker, Crook, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, Jefferson, 

Klamath, Lake, Malheur, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wasco, Wallowa, Wheeler 
 Coast: Clatsop, Coos, Curry, Lincoln, Tillamook 

 
 

 
 
Q1. The 2007 legislature has been in session since January.  Is your opinion of the work of the 2007 
legislature so far this session generally favorable or unfavorable? 
 
     POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION VOTER HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————— 
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO  1X      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2006 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 503 228 275 59 78 149 115 102 206 142 52 70 33 40 121 115 227 194 220 89 
  45% 55% 12% 16% 30% 23% 20% 41% 28% 10% 14% 7% 8% 24% 23% 45% 39% 44% 18% 
 
Favorable 28% 29% 28% 37% 31% 29% 24% 25% 28% 35% 23% 21% 21% 22% 25% 23% 33% 16% 38% 30% 
Unfavorable 33  36  31  27  31  32  40  31  33  30  40  30  39  30  36  30  33  43  26  28  
(Don't know/ Too soon) 38  35  40  36  37  38  34  43  37  34  37  47  36  48  37  43  33  40  35  40  
(Refused) 1  1  1  - 1  1  2  1  1  1  - 1  3  - 2  3  0  1  1  1  
 
         Chi Square 2.42 7.96 10.70 11.93 29.47 
 .490 .788 .554 .218 .001 
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Q2. And why is that?  (What legislative actions do you consider favorable or unfavorable?) 
(Unaided – Up to 5 Responses) 
 
     POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE REGION VOTER HISTORY PARTY 
 ————————— ———————————————————————— ———————————————————————— ——————————————————— —————————————— 
   FE 18- 40- 50- 60-   WILL  C/E CO  1X      OTHR  
 Total MALE MALE 39 49 59 69 70+ PTD VLY S.OR OR AST 2006 2/4 3/4 4/4 REP DEM /NP  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 497 224 273 59 78 145 114 101 204 141 52 67 33 40 119 114 224 191 217 89 
  45% 55% 12% 16% 29% 23% 20% 41% 28% 10% 13% 7% 8% 24% 23% 45% 38% 44% 18% 
 
Favorable 69% 73% 65% 64% 67% 68% 73% 69% 69% 72% 58% 67% 76% 70% 67% 61% 74% 68% 71% 65% 
School funding/ Support 18 19 16 2 1 57 - 2 17 19 19 16 12 8 19 18 18 18 18 13 
Community College/ College 16 18 15 3 - 1 68 - 16 21 4 19 15 15 11 11 23 17 16 17 
Environmental issues 13 12 13 2 1 1 - 58 12 8 13 15 33 8 10 11 16 14 15 3 
Rainy day fund 9 10 8 - 56 - - 1 8 6 17 12 9 13 10 9 8 10 6 12 
Gay rights 8 9 8 56 4 2 1 2 10 10 4 6 6 22 16 5 4 6 8 16 
Getting things done/ Cooperation 8 10 6 10 10 9 6 5 9 10 4 4 6 5 3 6 12 5 12 6 
Raising taxes 1 2 0 2 - 1 2 - 1 - 2 1 3 - 2 2 0 - 0 4 
Public safety support 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 - - - - 2 2 0 3 - - 
Oppose war/ Iraq 1 0 1 2 1 - - 2 0 2 - - - - 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Action on BM 37 1 1 0 2 - 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - - 2 - 1 1 1 1 
Bottle bill expansion 0 - 1 - 1 1 - - 1 - - - - - 1 1 - 1 0 - 
Miscellaneous favorable  5 4 6 3 9 7 3 4 7 6 2 3 - 3 3 4 7 3 6 9 
 
Neutral 37% 33% 40% 44% 32% 34% 42% 36% 38% 34% 38% 36% 45% 45% 34% 39% 36% 38% 35% 39% 
(Don't know/ Refused) 16 16 16 22 8 14 22 14 16 15 10 18 27 13 18 20 13 16 14 20 
Not aware/ Not sure 6 4 8 8 6 3 7 9 6 6 13 3 3 13 6 7 5 7 6 6 
Nothing (much) accomplished 5 5 5 5 4 5 6 6 5 6 4 4 3 8 4 3 7 7 4 4 
Too soon to say 5 4 5 3 9 3 5 3 2 3 12 10 3 10 2 4 5 4 4 7 
Some good and some bad 3 4 3 5 4 5 1 1 4 3 4 1 - 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 
Miscellaneous neutral 3 1 4 2 1 3 4 4 5 1 - - 9 - 4 4 3 2 5 1 
 
Unfavorable 25% 27% 23% 25% 28% 29% 24% 19% 24% 25% 33% 25% 21% 20% 27% 28% 24% 30% 21% 26% 
Not getting things done 7 9 5 8 6 8 6 6 6 6 8 9 12 10 9 9 4 6 7 9 
Gay rights 4 4 5 5 5 6 3 3 5 4 6 1 6 3 3 6 4 8 1 4 
School funding/ Support 3 2 4 3 6 4 1 1 2 3 4 6 - 3 3 5 2 1 4 4 
Raising taxes 3 2 3 3 1 4 4 - 2 3 4 4 3 5 3 1 4 3 2 4 
Action on BM 37 3 2 3 - 1 3 6 1 3 3 4 1 - - - 4 4 4 1 3 
Oppose war/ Iraq 2 2 1 5 3 1 1 - 1 1 4 1 - 3 2 3 1 3 1 - 
Environmental issues 1 1 2 3 1 2 1 - 2 1 2 - - - 3 2 1 2 1 1 
Lack of action on roads/ trans. 1 1 1 - 1 - 2 1 0 1 - 1 - 3 1 1 0 1 1 - 
Lack of Public Safety support 1 0 1 - 3 - - 1 1 1 - - - - 1 1 0 1 0 1 
Community College/ College 0 0 0 - - 1 - 1 - 1 2 - - 3 1 - - - 0 1 
Promoting labor/ Union agenda 0 - 1 - - - 2 - - 1 - 1 - - - 1 0 1 0 - 
Rainy day fund 0 0 - - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - - 0 1 - - 
Bottle bill expansion 0 - 0 - - 1 - - - 1 - - - - - 1 - - - 1 
Miscellaneous unfavorable 9 9 8 5 8 11 10 8 7 9 17 9 6 5 8 8 10 13 6 7 
          
Chi Square 31.88 1000+ 136.06 116.22 96.50 
 .423 .001 .216 .052 .003 
 
 
 

 


