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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY 
 
Riley Research Associates conducted an omnibus survey among Portland metro area 
households regarding their opinions on a variety of issues.  The scientific telephone poll 
was conducted among 386 randomly selected households in Multnomah, Washington, 
and Clackamas Counties in Oregon, and Clark County in Washington. A sample of 386 
provides accuracy to within +/-5 percent at a 95 percent level of confidence.  The 
sample within the City of Portland included 141 respondents, which is accurate to within 
+/-8.25 percent.  Fielding took place between June 5th and June 13th, 2007.   
 
An executive overview has been provided, followed by cross-tabulations (banner-style), 
displaying the questions asked, along with demographic breakouts.   
 
EXECUTIVE OVERVIEW 
 
Q1. In terms of the job the 2007 Oregon Legislature is doing, is your opinion 
generally positive or negative?  (Is that somewhat or very?) 
 

    Portland area respondents had mixed views of the Oregon Legislature although 
generally more positive than negative: 38 percent positive, 27 percent negative, and 
35 percent neutral or unsure.   

 
Men were more likely than women to have a positive view (43 percent vs. 34 
percent), while women were more likely neutral or unsure. 

 
Democrats were significantly more likely than others to have a positive view (48 
percent), followed by Republicans (34 percent), and others (23 percent).  Those not 
affiliated with either Republicans or Democrats were most likely to have a negative 
view (40 percent). 

 
 
Q2. In terms of the job Portland Mayor Tom Potter is doing, is your opinion 
generally positive or negative?  (Somewhat or very?) 
 

    Many of those throughout the region view the job Portland Mayor Tom Potter is 
doing as positive (45 percent), while one-third are unsure or neutral (32 percent), 
and roughly one in four had a negative view (23 percent). 

A majority of those living within Portland gave the mayor a positive rating (52 
percent), compared to just 41 percent among those outside the city, although those 
outside the city were not more negative, rather more neutral or unsure.   

Men were much more likely than women to express negative views (30 percent vs. 
18 percent).  Democrats had a positive view at 55 percent (15 percent negative), 
and while 38 percent of Republicans had a negative view of the mayor, 30 percent 
had a positive opinion).  
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Q3. In terms of the job the rest of the Portland City Council is doing, is your 
opinion generally positive or negative? (Somewhat or very?) 
 

 The largest percentage of respondents viewed the job the rest of the Portland City 
Council is doing in generally positive terms (40 percent), followed by a significant 
number who were unsure (35 percent), with just one in four expressing negative 
views (25 percent). 
Among those inside the Portland city limits, a majority (55 percent) had a positive 
view, and fewer than one-in-six was negative (17 percent).   
 
Likewise, the council is well regarded close to home, but more negatively regarded 
in some surrounding counties.  The largest percentage of positive ratings came 
from Multnomah County residents (53 percent), followed by Washington County 
(40 percent), Clackamas County (33 percent), and Clark County (20 percent).   
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Q1. In terms of the job the 2007 Oregon Legislature is doing, is your opinion 
generally positive or negative? Is that somewhat or very? 
              
 
    PDX CITY POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE COUNTY LIMITS PARTY 
 ————————— —————————————— ——————————————————— ————————— ——————————————————— 
       MUL WASH CLA         
   FE 18- 45-  TNO ING CKA CL IN OUT   IND/ NOT  
 Total MALE MALE 44 64 65+ MAH TON MAS ARK SIDE SIDE DEM REP OTHR REG  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 386 164 222 109 171 90 148 99 75 64 141 226 157 106 48 38 
  42% 58% 28% 44% 23% 38% 26% 19% 17% 37% 59% 41% 27% 12% 10% 
 
Positive 38% 43% 34% 34% 42% 37% 41% 43% 39% 20% 43% 35% 48% 34% 23% 29% 
Very positive 9 11 7 8 8 11 11 7 5 8 11 7 11 5 2 13 
Somewhat positive 29 32 27 26 35 26 30 36 33 13 32 28 36 29 21 16 
 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 35% 27% 41% 38% 30% 41% 30% 29% 35% 59% 33% 36% 28% 35% 38% 58% 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 34 24 41 35 29 39 29 27 33 55 32 34 27 34 33 55 
Refused 2 3 1 3 1 2 1 2 1 5 1 3 1 1 4 3 
 
Negative 27% 29% 25% 28% 28% 22% 29% 27% 27% 20% 25% 28% 24% 31% 40% 13% 
Somewhat negative 14 15 13 16 14 11 17 12 16 6 15 13 14 14 17 11 
Very negative 13 15 12 13 14 11 12 15 11 14 10 15 10 17 23 3 
 
         Chi Square 13.36 7.42 30.56 5.38 32.35 
 .020 .685 .010 .371 .006 
 
 

              
 
Q2. In terms of the job Portland Mayor Tom Potter is doing, is your opinion 
generally positive or negative? Somewhat or very? 
              
 
    PDX CITY POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE COUNTY LIMITS PARTY 
 ————————— —————————————— ——————————————————— ————————— ——————————————————— 
       MUL WASH CLA         
   FE 18- 45-  TNO ING CKA CL IN OUT   IND/ NOT  
 Total MALE MALE 44 64 65+ MAH TON MAS ARK SIDE SIDE DEM REP OTHR REG  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 386 164 222 109 171 90 148 99 75 64 141 226 157 106 48 38 
  42% 58% 28% 44% 23% 38% 26% 19% 17% 37% 59% 41% 27% 12% 10% 
 
Positive 45% 46% 44% 43% 44% 51% 50% 49% 37% 34% 52% 41% 55% 30% 44% 45% 
Very positive 12 10 13 6 14 17 19 8 4 11 18 8 15 6 15 13 
Somewhat positive 33 35 31 38 30 34 31 41 33 23 34 33 41 25 29 32 
 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 32% 24% 38% 34% 29% 31% 26% 31% 33% 45% 26% 34% 29% 32% 27% 45% 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 31 23 36 33 28 30 26 28 32 44 26 32 29 32 25 42 
Refused 1 1 2 1 1 1 - 3 1 2 - 2 1 - 2 3 
 
Negative 23% 30% 18% 23% 27% 18% 24% 19% 29% 20% 22% 25% 15% 38% 29% 11% 
Somewhat negative 11 14 9 11 13 9 11 10 16 9 11 12 8 18 10 5 
Very negative 12 16 9 12 13 9 14 9 13 11 11 13 7 20 19 5 
 
         Chi Square 13.91 9.96 27.63 11.14 34.14 
 .016 .444 .024 .049 .003 
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Q3. In terms of the job the rest of the Portland City Council is doing, is your 
opinion generally positive or negative? Somewhat or very? 
              
 
    PDX CITY POLITICAL 
 GENDER AGE COUNTY LIMITS PARTY 
 ————————— —————————————— ——————————————————— ————————— ——————————————————— 
       MUL WASH CLA         
   FE 18- 45-  TNO ING CKA CL IN OUT   IND/ NOT  
 Total MALE MALE 44 64 65+ MAH TON MAS ARK SIDE SIDE DEM REP OTHR REG  
 ————— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ———— ————  
Total Participants 386 164 222 109 171 90 148 99 75 64 141 226 157 106 48 38 
  42% 58% 28% 44% 23% 38% 26% 19% 17% 37% 59% 41% 27% 12% 10% 
 
Positive 40% 43% 38% 34% 45% 42% 53% 40% 33% 20% 55% 32% 49% 35% 29% 45% 
Very positive 9 9 9 4 9 13 14 7 4 3 16 4 11 7 4 5 
Somewhat positive 32 35 30 30 36 29 39 33 29 17 40 28 38 28 25 39 
 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 35% 23% 43% 39% 27% 39% 27% 34% 39% 48% 28% 37% 31% 36% 29% 42% 
Neutral / Both / Unsure 33 22 41 38 26 38 27 31 36 47 28 35 30 35 29 39 
Refused 2 1 2 2 1 1 - 3 3 2 - 2 1 1 - 3 
 
Negative 25% 34% 18% 27% 27% 19% 20% 25% 28% 31% 17% 31% 20% 29% 42% 13% 
Somewhat negative 14 18 12 14 18 10 11 14 15 22 9 19 12 15 23 8 
Very negative 11 16 7 13 10 9 9 11 13 9 9 12 8 14 19 5 
 
         Chi Square 21.47 13.96 30.93 28.84 19.58 
 .001 .175 .009 .001 .189 
 


